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With limited participation in political decision 
making, women worldwide are not treated as equal to 
men in laws governing travel, marriage and divorce, 
acquisition of nationality, property management, 
employment seeking, and property inheritance.

In 1979, the United Nations adopted the Conven-
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimina-
tion Against Women. Now sometimes referred to as 
the international bill of rights for women, only seven 

countries have not ratified or acceded to the convention. The seven are Iran, Palau, Somalia, South 
Sudan, Sudan, Tonga, and the United States (which signed without ratification).

Figure 9.3  Percentage of National Parliament Seats Held by Women as of 2012
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Source: United Nations Development Programme (2013).

Note: For countries with bicameral legislatures, percentages include both houses.

Global Voices
There is no occupation concerned with the 
management of social affairs which belongs either 
to women or to men, as such.

—Plato, The Republic, circa 390 BCE


